Summary
In conclusion, I think it-is wise to assume that we are, as Vet, only pn the thresh-old of this extrefiely interesting application of oj-'. .rthoptic treatme-nt an much will be ealed ,ag time goes on.
The most important factor to stress is the necessity o1 (1947) I was employed as a test-pilot. iAIy medical examination revealed the same result! I had no difficulty or trouble in-the ai'r irrespective of height or manoeuvres, nor has service in tropical climates caused any discomfort. I"manIaged to avoid dust storms, or the story might have been different--dust and grit is most unpleasant! I had two pairs of contact lenses, and always carried a spare pair with me; fortunately I never had cause to resort to the spare pair.. None of my colleagues ever had the slightest clue that I wore these things, and the methods by which I contrived to wash and clean them at night, and-replace them in the morning, are rather amusing. Nevertheless I always managed to carry out the operations without a great deal of difficulty. During the day I seldom had cause to remove them. The only occasions (fortunately rare) were when I had been a bit careless in putting them in, and -lhad'got a lash under them. I usually managed to find a quiet corner to remedy this trouble.
"I wear them for up to 17 or 18 hours a day, but normally for 16 hours. On two occasions only, when circumstances pressed a bit I wore them for periods of 30 and 36 hours respectively but'I must' admit my eyes were a bit .' tired' after this, and were bloodshot.
I usually go -to the contact lens centre about once a' year for a check-the last time I went no change of power was necessary.'
I am due to go any time now, and it mfay be that some slight change of power will be needed, as the 6/6 line was not quite so clear with one eye as it had been on previous examination, on my last examination by the R.A.F.
I am not altogether severing all connections with flying, and I shall join an auxiliary Air Force squadron, or do some private flying. Consequently I still-desire the secret to be kept and I know vou will treat the whole matter with the confidence that it needs in the circumstances. Of course I have no objection to you using ny experiences, provided my name does not appear connected therewith. Incidentally, even my wife does not know about them-I was married in August last year."
(The patient omits to mention in his letter that he was decorated for " courage, determination, and devotion to duty ").
It seems to me that there are certain important matters which (arise out of this history.
(1) It seems clear that all the duties of an R.A.F. pilot can be carried out efficiently while wearing contact lenses. Even allowing for the fact that this may be an exceptionally successful case, and perhaps an exceptionally resolute patient, the position suggests that the visual acuity regulations for the services ought to be revised to show to what extent contact lenses will be permitted. If they give a satisfactory standard of visual acuity and can be worn for a reasonable length of time, it is difficult to see why they should not be allowed. If their use is permitted, it might permit many disappointed men who are otherwise physically fit, to have a second chance.
(2) It is npanifest that contact lenses are not likely to be detected during a routine medical examination, even during one in which the estimation of visual acuity is regarded as of great importance. Ought any steps to be taken with regard to this? How far is it justifiable to aid and abet a patient in procuring contact lenses, knowing they are likely to be used to defraud a medical examiner, and how far is such a subterfuge unfair ?
(3) The patient's letter demonstrates something of the future possibilities of contact lenses, both as regards their value as a visual aid and also as regards their difficulty of detection.
In conclusion, I should like to pay tribute to the courtesy and co-operation of the staff of the Contact Lens Centre, London, to' whom all credit for the successful result in this case should be given. 
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